My plea to confessional Presbyterian church
planting works in Malawi

Introduction

This article is an attempt to pour my heart as I have thought about a united effort for confessional
Presbyterian church planting works in Malawi. These are the thoughts which have greatly
influenced my approach to ministry. I do not consider myself as an expert but as a student of the
Word of God. I pray each day that the Lord will pour out His Spirit upon the brothers committed
to the Word of God to pursue genuine and meaningful relationships with one another and seek best
ways to serve each other.

While this article is limited to confessional Presbyterian church planting works, I would like to
acknowledge and commend other churches committed to preaching the Word of God and seeking
to come alongside one another during conferences and other events. [ am also grateful to some
pastors in mainline churches who are committed to the cause of proclaiming the Word of God even
under difficult circumstances.

1. APC, ARPC, EPC, PCA, RPC

One might wonder why I have decided to write specifically about confessional Presbyterian
churches. I do so because this is the area of my personal interest and all my life [ have been around
Presbyterians. I grew up in a Presbyterian church where my dad is a retired minister after serving
40 years actively, he is still involved with the church occasionally.

[ went to a college where there were mostly Presbyterian missionaries from the PCA most notably
Rev. Dr. O. Palmer Robertson whose influence left a profound impact upon me to love the
confessions and covenant theology. It was while I was in college that I responded to God’s call to
pastoral ministry and developed an interest in preaching and pastoring.

I am privileged to have a dear confessional Presbyterian brother Rev. Fletcher Matandika (who
later in his life has become a confessional Baptist minister) very influential in my upbringing as a
young believer as I sought God’s call upon my life. He not only shaped and challenged my small
brain to love God’s Word but also encouraged me to be proactive in my Christian faith even though
oftentimes that might lead one to challenging situations.

I was privileged while in college to experience a loss of financial support for making a stand
against liberalism in order that my conscience might be clear before the Lord. That experience
showed me clearly that those who desire to obey the Word of God should be prepared to encounter
difficulties in our pursuit of truth.

I was privileged to see how seeds of liberalism can be planted with a compromise of ‘contains’
instead of ‘is’ in one’s theological articulation of the Bible as the Word of God.



I started church planting 10 years ago when I was 25 years old. Very inexperienced. But I had a
band of men who stood with me in my ‘experimental’ church planting pursuit under the Canadian
presbytery of the Associated Presbyterian Churches of Scotland and Canada (APC). The distance
made it very difficult for having oversight and a close working relationship. But I was convinced
that a low view of the Word of God (departure from the traditional Reformed view of Scripture)
and a low view of the Church of God (simply as a political organization/machinery) leads to poor
and ineffective witness of the Word of God. (Two early documents of our church establishment
are attached as appendix 1 and 2).

Learning about other confessional Presbyterian churches.

We identified ourselves with the name of the mother church in Canada, Associated Presbyterian
Church (APC). March 9, 2015 exactly after one year of holding church services, I received an
email that there was another APC already registered in Malawi which was a bit older than us with
several congregations in the southern region of Malawi while we were on the central region of
Malawi. Key people connected with this other APC were Peter Chikaonda and Osman Andson.

I was tasked to contact Peter to find out more information about this other APC with two
possibilities in mind:

1. That we merge with them and become one with them — that is if there is enough common
ground doctrinally to allow for a merger.
2, That we change our name to something else in the event that we cannot join up with them.

I sent our constitution and doctrinal statement to them hoping to get a response from them with
their constitution and doctrinal statements as well but never received any documents which made
it very difficult to start any discussions. (The document which we sent to the other APC is attached
as appendix 3).

By default when the first possibility did not seem viable, the second option was enacted. The name
of our church was changed to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church currently being used.
At this point key figures in our church were Elliot Khembo, Gift Matandika and myself serving as
elders.

June 10, 2016 I saw a post on Facebook by my ‘professor’ Mr. Bentry Mhango indicating that
another brother Confex Makhalira was visiting the APC in the southern region of Malawi. 1
forwarded my correspondence with Peter hoping that the discussion can be resumed. I knew
Confex Makhalira from my involvement with Joy to the World Ministries when he served as a
secretary of the board and I was happy to hear that he was connected with the APC. By this time
he was pursuing his studies with Puritan Reformed Presbyterian Seminary in Michigan.

June 17, 2016 we had a meeting at Santhe. Present were:
John Matandika(Elder)

Elliot Khembo (Elder)

Gift Matandika(Elder)

Happy Nyirenda (Deacon)

Moses Kapenuka (Church Clerk)



Felix Banda (Deacon)
Confex Makhalira

It was during this meeting that we first heard about the Reformed Presbyterian Church with Dr.
Jumbe as a key figure working mostly in the southern region of Malawi as Confex had been on an
exploratory mission visiting conservative Presbyterian denominations in Malawi.

One of the things that was discussed during this meeting was “the need of unity among the small
conservative Presbyterian churches in Malawi. By unity, it does not mean that the denominations
should merge to form one denomination but rather to come together and establish a body that will
help the denominations partner and work together in advancing the Reformed Faith in Malawi like
the way the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches have done in the North America through their
council called North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC). Trusting the
Lord, the meeting agreed to pray about this and consider how it might come about.” (The whole
report is attached as appendix 4).

By this time I was going to California to begin my studies at Westminster Seminary in anticipation
of being ordained as a minister.

After one year, June 26, 2017 to be precise; Confex sent us an amalgamation proposal which was
written in the best way possible I could imagine reflecting a spirit of our reformed predecessors
who saw a need for one Presbyterian denomination in the 1920’s.

In the introduction he wrote: “Some of you will recall my visit to Malawi in June 2016 and our
discussion for the need of a solid and confessional Presbyterian Church in Malawi. As I visited
each denomination (3 in total); I wondered if we could come together to form one denomination.
There is hardly any difference among these denominations. Therefore, I would like to propose an
amalgamation.”

Unfortunately as it happens mostly in Malawi government policymakers, good proposals lie on
shelves gathering dust and are never implemented. The proposal was not well received and acted
upon in a serious manner. (The whole proposal is attached as appendix 5).

My return to Malawi from California
Things were getting worse at home with Joy to the World Ministries and things were getting worse
for me and my family in California which necessitated that [ move back home.

I was convinced that it was time to return home and sort out ministry issues but also due to the
unsustainable financial situation my family went through while in California. It was a time of great
uncertainty. But at the same time I was confident that the Lord is at work.

One thing I learned from Adam Smith who was working at Westminster Seminary by then was
that I could finish my Masters of Divinity with Miami International Theological Seminary satellite
center in Malawi. He connected me with Dr. Zugg who in turn connected me with Dr. Jumbe.



Upon my return to Malawi I met with Dr. Jumbe and Rev. Banda from the RPC. Through these
interactions I learned that there were RPC congregations in Ntcheu, Nkhotakota, Lilongwe,
Kasungu and Nkhatabay areas which were in close proximity to our own ARPC congregations. I
was so excited to learn this. Having other local pastors with the same interests, passion and
commitment towards the reformed faith was huge. I started pursuing relationships at a local level
with Pastor Nkhoma who was serving in Kasungu by then. Pastor Nkhoma introduced me to other
pastors within the RPC and I was able to attend their general assembly December 2018.

Fast forward to January 5, 2020, I received an email from Dr. Jumbe introducing Mr. Wim Akster
who was then the financial director of the Timotheos Foundation. Dr. Jumbe wrote: “He has a keen
interest to meet you this week as he will be traveling to both central and northern regions of Malawi
on the date as per your agreement with him.”

I was able to meet with Mr. Akster who came with the then vice moderator of the RPC Rev. Loki
and discussed a little bit how we could work together. This was the happiest moment of my life. I
had found brothers who love the confessions and seek to serve Christ diligently.

Mr. Akster introduced me to Rev. John van der Bas who was then a missionary from the Restored
Reformed Church (Dutch: Hersteld Hervormde Kerk, abbreviated HHK) is a Calvinist
denomination in the Netherlands.” (From Wikipedia).

June 2, 2020 brought a renewed hope for a union of the ARPC and RPC as we signed a statement
of intention to unite. Part of the statement read as follows: “We, official delegates of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Malawi and official delegates of the Associated Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Malawi, hereby declare in obedience to our Lord Christ Jesus Who is the Head of the
Church after meeting each other several times in the period of two years, that we have decided to
prepare all things needed for a full union of our churches.” (The whole statement can be read as
appendix 6). It was a wonderful moment. Oh the joy that filled my heart!

Working with the RPC
August 29, 2020: I received an email from Rev. Kalulu who was then serving as the General

Secretary for the RPC synod council inviting me to apply for a position of the deacon coordinator
which arose within the RPC. He wrote: “Dear reverend, receive the RPC vacant position of the
diaconal coordinator look and think about it.”

After meeting the RPC synod council of 2020, I was recommended to the General Diaconal
Committee (GDC) of the HHK in The Netherlands.

New Developments

A new synod council was chosen by the end of the year 2020. I started discussions with the GDC
January 27, 2021. We had a second discussion February 3, 2021. The year 2021 ended with
discussions and preparations for the work to begin in January 2022. Despite the difficulties, it was
a huge privilege to serve in this way from 2022-2023.

The year 2023 did not end well with no hope for any further possibility of a healthy working
relationship between ARPC and RPC. These things certainly hurt the Lord Jesus Christ and we



should all be concerned and seek reconciliation. It is my hope and prayer that one day there will
be reconciliation and a good working relationship, not only between ARPC and RPC, but also with
other confessional Presbyterian church planting works.

I will go down to Sheol in peace to see some form of this realized. And this might not be realized
in my lifetime, but I pray that some people will see wisdom in this. I pray that this will ignite
discussions for more genuine talks. I pray that the Lord will soften our hearts.

I will appreciate your thoughts and genuine reflection upon my write up. If you think I am crazy,
perhaps there is wisdom in the rumblings of a mad man. I believe that this is the best way our
‘small’ confessional Presbyterian denominations in Malawi can serve Christ better in a society that
is confused with multiple forms of unbiblical Christianity and piety.

May the Lord bless us and keep us; may the Lord make His face to shine upon us and be gracious
unto us; may the Lord turn His face toward us and give us peace! Amen!

Part 1: Our common heritage

When I look at the difficulties outlined above it is easy for one to be blinded from the common
heritage we share as brothers and sisters in Christ. We cherish and seek to promote the same values
and principles from a reformed perspective.

We cherish similar confessional documents. We all subscribe to the Westminster Standards. We
all cherish the regulative principle of worship. We all cherish the presbyterial form of government.

We all cherish the faithful proclamation of the Word of God. We all cherish the right
administration of the sacraments: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We all cherish the right exercise
of church discipline with restoration as a goal.

We are all concerned with liberalism and its destructive effects upon the church. We are all
concerned with the prosperity gospel and its devastating effects upon the church. We are all
concerned with a lapse in meaningful Christian witness.

Our theology reaffirms the doctrines of the historic Christian Faith which spans across
generational, geographical, language or racial boundaries. Thus, we take seriously the apostolic
admonition recorded for us in Jude 3 to “contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to
the saints.” (Appendix 2).

Our theology affirms the vital and biblical doctrines of historic Protestantism such as Sola
Scriptura and Sola Fide. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) maintains that Scripture alone
(consisting of the Old and New Testaments, inerrant in their original autographs) is the inspired,
infallible and inerrant Word of God; that it is the only recorded revelation of God; that it is the
only infallible rule for the catholic Church on all matters relating to the historic Christian faith and
practice; and that it alone is binding on the conscience (2 Timothy 3:15-16). Sola Fide (Faith
Alone) maintains that the justification (salvation) of sinners before the Holy God is by faith alone.
(Appendix 2).



Our theology is God-centered to the core. Reformed theology is mainly (not exclusively)
distinguished from other Protestant systems of belief by the fact that it places great emphasis on
the doctrine of God. The magisterial Reformers like Martin Luther, John Calvin and John Knox
embraced this theology in their day. We count it a great blessing from the Lord and are
unashamedly committed to carrying on this legacy of faith in our day by upholding this emphasis
in our system of belief. (Appendix 2).

Part 2: Our differences

I will not belabor you with this section except to say that: “‘the differences that are found in the
way we arrange our church services are no differences that are approved or disapproved in the
Bible; they are differences of tradition.” (Appendix 6). And these should be held loosely.

Westminster Confession of Faith 20.2 reads: “God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it
free from the doctrines and commandments of men which are in any thing contrary to His Word,
or besides it in matters of faith and worship. So that to believe such doctrines, or to obey such
commandments out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of conscience; and the requiring an
implicit faith, and an absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience and reason
also.” Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 7:23 that: “You were bought with a price; do not
become bondservants of men.” Our focus should not be outward adherence, but inward renewal.

Part 3: Respect Pioneers, Do Not Venerate Them

We should thank the Lord for the people who have been instrumental in the planting of these
churches but we should never worship them. There is only one Lord who is sovereign over the
affairs of the church and the role of each minister is to serve the interests of the King of Kings. We
are not masters, but servants.

Christ has not commissioned us to create our small kingdoms. Christ has commissioned us to “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that [ have commanded you. And behold,
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”” Matthew 28:19-20.

As key figures, we should never expect allegiance that is only due to the Master. Our Lord said to
His disciples: “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles Lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among
you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Matthew 20:25-28.

We do well to pay attention to Peter’s exhortation: “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow
elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be
revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion,
but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over
those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you
will receive the unfading crown of glory.” 1 Peter 5:1-4.



We should remember that it is: “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.” 1 Timothy 5:17. This should not be
demanded. It is earned when one rules well. (Also see my leadership manifesto which I wrote
when I was the director of Joy to the World Ministries in 2013: Appendix 7).

Part 4: Proposal
1. Form a Federation of Reformed Churches: URCNA Model.

To address this challenge, I propose exploring a federation model, similar to the United Reformed
Churches in North America (URCNA). This framework would allow us to maintain our distinct
identities while working together on issues of common concern.

Many churches joined the United Reformed Churches of North America (URCNA) after splitting
from the Christian Reformed Church in North America. The URCNA was founded as a federation
of Reformed churches. (See URCNA history Appendix 7).

“It also sets out the denomination's decentralized presbyteral form of church government as
opposed to the hierarchical form of government found within the Anglican Church or Catholic
Church. Each congregation is governed by a consistory made up of the elders elected from the
congregation and the minister of the congregation. Periodically, delegates from each consistory
will attend a regional classis or a denomination-wide synod to discuss matters pertaining to the
entire denomination. Both classes and synods are temporary bodies with no formal authority.
Although they may provide advice on matters to local consistories that carry great weight, the final
authority rests with the consistories of each local congregation.” (From Wikipedia).

A major problem of a centralized presbyterial form of government is that it vests too much power
to a few men and this has the danger of being repressive. A decentralized presbyterial form of
government is certainly not perfect, but prevents concentrating too much power with a few men
who might ransack their subjects.

Perhaps it might be called a federation of confessional Presbyterian churches in Malawi.

2. Address the Bone of Contention: Funding
Additionally, we must address the issue of funding, which often creates tension among our
churches. As a federation of churches, it is important to have a clear financial plan on how these
churches will be supported. It is clear that some churches have enough funds while others are in

the middle class, and some at the bottom level.

Think about that local pastor serving in a village church which can hardly support him and his
family. I grew up in that context and my dad could hardly support his family.

Some of us the Lord has truly blessed us with enough financial support and we cannot imagine
having no food on the table. Some pastors committed to the same theological principles as us are



in desperate need of basic support. They struggle everyday doing small businesses to make ends
meet. Coming together would ensure that we can share resources and at the same time help one
another in order that our local churches can be self-sustaining.

First of all the needs of each church must be known. There should be a learning process to
understand how each church funds her activities. Through this learning process there should be an
identification of good administration systems and structures. Identify if each church has a financial
committee or financial administrator. Identify if there is a book keeping system. What is the
income and expenses associated with each church? How are funds raised in each of these churches?
Is there accountability and regular reporting system to the church council or session and the whole
congregation? Healthy fiscal policy at the local level of the session should be implemented. I
believe that this will greatly show areas where churches can come alongside one another and help
each other in needed ways.

Church buildings and real estate connected therewith, owned and operated by the congregations,
shall remain the exclusive property of the congregations and shall not become the property of any
Presbytery, Synod or General Assembly of the federation. Funds now possessed or in the future
collected by each congregation shall be administered by it. Funds collected or set a part by each
congregation for the undertakings of Presbytery, Synod or General Assembly of the federation
shall belong to the treasury of the designated recipient of such funds and shall be disbursed at the
discretion of the body in question (i.e. Presbytery, Synod or General Assembly).

Each congregation shall have the right to make its own by-laws to govern the maintenance and use
of its property and the administration of its funds without any interference on the part of another
congregation, its Presbytery, Synod or the General Assembly provided that the said by-laws do
not in any way contravene the constitution of the federation or Christian principles.

What message are we communicating to donors?

We should be open to disclose that we are not the only ones pushing the confessional Presbyterian
agenda in Malawi. This is very crucial. It is good and can be very encouraging for people
sponsoring our churches to let them know the truth that we have neighbors who believe the same
things we do. It is therefore imperative that we find ways to work together even while we may be
in different camps. We should not give a false testimony in order that we might be favored. At the
end of the day it matters a lot that we can work together as people with similar convictions.

Not sure how much effort is put by mission organizations to make a research about existing
confessional Presbyterian church plants which align with their mission to avoid duplication.
Currently it feels more like competition and people start majoring on minors to validate their
isolated stance. Do we have the parameters to guide us in these areas?

Early missionaries had connections when they were doing their work and that provided them with
a framework for cooperation. If sending organizations and mother churches encourage this
cooperation it will greatly benefit the local confessional Presbyterian church plants. But if
everyone does as they wish, we might simply be establishing our small kingdoms which will not



last. It is sad that confessional Presbyterian church plants in Malawi are practically worse than our
confessional Baptist counterparts in our polity. Let us go back to the basics of our polity.

3. A Spiritual Matter Not Politics

As we reflect upon this issue of forming a federation of confessional Presbyterian churches, let us
acknowledge that this is a spiritual matter and not politics. It must come from a spiritual conviction
that such an establishment will best serve our efforts to see confessional Presbyterianism rooted in
our society. This should not be an attempt to become a political force.

In the past, missionaries saw the need to work together. They came together and shared their
experiences and values. They did not allow their traditions take center stage when it comes down
to cooperation. They allowed their common beliefs to be a backbone for cooperation.

As I read what led to the formation of the URCNA, it is the same issues that are affecting churches
in our country. “Doctrines were being taught that clearly contradicted the Three Forms of Unity
(such as a move away from the inspiration and authority of Scripture as well as teaching the
Arminian view of the love of God). On other issues, some began to argue that women can and
should hold ecclesiastical offices. Some even advocated evolution and argued that some parts of
Scripture are not the Word of God. These things, all added up, forced people to (re)action.” (About
the URCNA). These are exactly the reasons which led to the formation of ARPC. I believe these
are the convictions of all confessional Presbyterian church planting works in Malawi.
Conclusion

As I conclude, I would like to appeal to my older brothers who are key figures in these church
plants to consider having a round table discussion. Come up with a proposal that will unite us. This
1s the best way we can reach our country with the precious truths of the Protestant Reformation.
United we stand, divided we fall. A divided confessional Presbyterian presence in Malawi is the
greatest weapon of the devil against our endeavors.

May the Lord Jesus Christ, Who prayed for unity of His Church in truth, John 17 verse 11 and 17,
and Who poured out the Holy Spirit of fellowship, Acts 2 verse 42, be glorified in this process of
unification of churches and up till the Day of His second coming! (Appendix 6).

APC Key Figure

Peter Chikaonda

Response to this article: “Thank you very much my brother this is very good effort keep it up. But
it is my request to you if should be possible all Presbyterian denomination come together for
discussion it’s good idea to strengthen and encouragement one to another.”

ARPC Key Figures
Elliot Khembo
JJ Matandika

EPC Key Figure
Rev. Rex. Chitekwe



I had a very encouraging conversation with Rev. Chitekwe seeing his desire to see a unified
confessional Presbyterian church in Malawi.

PCA Key Figure

Rev. Confex Makhalira

I had a very good discussion with Rev. Makhalira as well. He emphasized the importance of
pursuing this united effort amongst us.

RPC Key Figures

Dr. Jumbe

Response to this article: “T have read it thoroughly. I think you can send it to all stakeholders. It’s
better to share it so that it can become “food for thought™. With the help of the Lord, it will lead to
a national conference addressing this agenda. I will also share it to others soon after you have
officially shared it to all concerned members.”

Rev. Banda

Response to this article: ““You may forward this article to the suggested groupings. My only advice
is that as soon as it’s posted, we should be on our knees for God’s intervention. Let’s hope that the
Lord will open our eyes to see the importance of spreading His gospel together.”
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Summary

# A Plea for Unity Among Confessional Presbyterian Churches in Malawi

As I reflect on my journey as a confessional Presbyterian pastor in Malawi, [ am compelled to
share my thoughts on the importance of unity among our churches. This article is a personal appeal,
born out of my experiences and convictions, to explore ways of strengthening our collective
witness in Malawi.

# My Journey

Growing up in a Presbyterian family, I was exposed to the rich heritage of the Reformed faith. My
father, a retired pastor, instilled in me a love for the Word of God and the confessions. During my
college years, I was influenced by Rev. DR. O. Palmer Robertson, whose teaching on covenant
theology deepened my understanding of the faith.

# The Need for Unity

Malawi is home to several confessional Presbyterian churches, each with its unique history and
traditions. While we share a common heritage, our differences often hinder our ability to work
together effectively. I firmly believe that our divisions weaken our witness and hinder our ability
to proclaim the Gospel in a society increasingly confused by unbiblical Christianity.

# A Proposal for Unity

To address this challenge, I propose exploring a federation model, similar to the United Reformed
Churches in North America (URCNA). This framework would allow us to maintain our distinct
identities while working together on issues of common concern. Additionally, we must address
the issue of funding, which often creates tension among our churches.

# Conclusion

[ urge my fellow pastors and leaders to consider the importance of unity among our churches. Let
us put aside our differences and work towards a common goal: to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in Malawi. I propose that we establish a roundtable discussion to explore ways of achieving
unity and strengthening our collective witness.

APC Key Figures
Peter Chikaonda
Osman Andson

ARPC Key Figures
Elliot Khembo
JJ Matandika

EPC Key Figure
Rev. Rex. Chitekwe

PCA Key Figure
Rev. Confex Makhalira



RPC Key Figures
Dr. Jumbe
Rev. Banda

# Appendices
(Include relevant documents, such as the proposal for amalgamation, statements of intention, and

historical documents)
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VISION FOR CHURCH PLANTING IN
MALAWI AND BEYOND

The great commission mandates us to make true disciples of Jesus Christ who are committed to
His Word as presented to us in the Bible. John the apostle tells us that we should not love the
world or the things of the world (1 John 2:15). It is the calling of every individual Christian to be
the light and salt of the world without compromising the biblical standards. As Paul tells us, we
have to let our speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that we may know how we
ought to answer each person (Colossians 4:6).

Why Plant Another Church in Malawi?

It is easy to point fingers at one another without facing the real issues. We are in an age which is
challenged by the humanist and his ideas. Most Christians are not prepared to stand the ground
on an issue because we have been deceived that truth is relative and sadly so. Now is the time for
every individual Christian to be conscience of what he believes, a thing which most churches are
not prepared to encourage their members.

Paul tells the Ephesian believers to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which they had
been called in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 4:1). This is the church which is rebuked in the book of
Revelation for abandoning their first love (Revelation 2:4). The Lord Jesus Christ tells this
church to remember where they had fallen, repent, and do the things they were doing at first
(Revelation 2:5). They had forgotten their Christian calling.

The church today seems have forgotten her identity in Christ Jesus. She has been taken up with
the affairs of the world. The Bible is no longer the absolute authority. Christ has been removed
on the throne; He is no longer the Head of the Church. Ideally the church has lost her meaning in
our society. The church is just like any other social institution which is only concerned with the
physical well-being of the people at the expense of their spiritual well-being.

Jesus Christ in Mark 8:36 asks a sobering question which any serious Christ should ponder with
much prayer and humility. “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his
soul?” Jesus is against the danger of being preoccupied with the things of this world to the extent
that we forget about heaven. This is not to say that the physical needs of people are irrelevant,
but they must always serve the spiritual. That is why we need a church which is biblically
balanced and committed to the proclamation of all that Christ has entrusted to us in His Word.
We need to remember our authority and strength in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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What Kind of a Church?

We need a church that is biblically sound and is exercising her Christian calling. Reformed is the
word which is used by scholars to describe this kind of a church. A church which teaches nothing
but the Word of God as presented to us in the Bible. A church that recognizes her authority from
the Lord Jesus Christ in the pages of Scripture. Peter tells us to honor the Lord in our hearts,
“always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect...” (1 Peter 3:15).

We also need a church that is mission oriented. A church which puts the calling to make the
disciples among the nation on the top of all church programs. It is sad to see churches in our day
busy doing all kinds of things and yet they neglect the task of being involved in the great
commission. It is for it to be fulfilled that Christ came to die on that wretched cross so that we
might gain acceptance with God.

I remember one day talking with Rev. Khombe and he said something which touched me. I was
telling him about my desire to become a pastor and he said this: “I am retiring soon. One thing I
want you to do if you become a pastor is to be serious about mission work. We are busy building
big and beautiful church buildings and yet little is done to commit our resources in order to send
and support missionaries. We need to send more missionaries into the harvest field”” and he
quoted Jesus’ words in Matthew 9:37.

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few...” We need to pray and act upon the Word of
God. If our churches were committed to the Bible, most of the problems we are facing in our
would be reduced. We need a church which is conscience of her role in this fallen world. It is a
sad fact that many so called pastors have lost focus and have decided to go with the thinking
trend of the world instead of remaining true to Christ and His Word.

How Would it Look Like?

The challenge with the church today is that we want to copy every new thing that comes up
without critically analyzing it. As a result we have ended up doing unnecessary things in the
church. We need a church that is true to the Bible and culturally sensitive. The book of Acts
provides for us an example of the New Testament church.

It would take me to write a number of pages to explain what I mean by a biblical church. I will
only say a few things in relation to that. Most churches do not put the Bible central in all that
they do as believers. Sensationalism has taken the place of the Bible and we are heading to a
slippery ground. It would be evident in this church planting activity that the Bible is central to all
that we do because that is what Christ has left for our instruction. “All Scripture is breathed out
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work™ (1 Timothy 3:16-17).
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A culturally sensitive church: this would also take me more breath to explain. I will refer you to
an article by R. C. Sproul published in TableTalk Magazine for more on this point as I think
about it. What I mean by that is to have a church which is not ignorant of the cultural issues
going around in our society and ask the Spirit of God to enable us that we would address them in
a loving manner while remaining true to Christ and His timeless truth in the Bible.

How Would it be Different?

[ have already pointed out some of the things that would make this church different considering
the fact that we have seen a problem in our church today. The Bible would be central to our
worship service. Christ has not left His church to figure out how to do its activities in this world.
He has left a book for us to read, believe and do what it says. As a church we want this to be
evident in our community.

As the body of Christ we want this to be a community where the love of Christ is experienced
between believers. Paul exhorts the believers in Rome to: “Love one another with brotherly
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor” (Romans 12:10). Jesus Christ left a command
that we should “...love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John
13:34-35). Christ says that people will know we are His disciples if we love one another.

This love should be extended to unbelievers through evangelism and mercy ministries. We want
to be a congregation which is actively involved in preaching the gospel of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ to those who are lost in their trespass and sin. We want to be truly evangelical in the
sense that our evangelistic efforts are evident to all. We also want to take care of the poor,
orphans and those who are in need. These would be opened as avenues or extensions as we
endeavor to reach out to the lost with the good news that Jesus saves.

Matthew 11:25-30

“At that time Jesus declared, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children, yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
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Appendix 2






